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O how-amieble sre Thy dwellingsi

[ ‘  Thou LORD of HOBTS,

i S,

© This i3 none other than the:
HOUSE of ¢ Q D3

and this is the

GATE of HEAVEN,

it

e




b

Bt

. &

d

ti z
,ﬁﬂhsiggﬁwﬁes thet is, Tthoey had rectors who received their
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INTRODUCTION.

The Church of St.James the Less, Hambridge, was conse-
crated on February,2nd, 1844, by the Bishop of Salis-
bury, Dr.Rdward Denison, who acted on behglf oi the
Bishop of Bath and Wells, Dr.George Henry Law, who wag
unabie to attend. R
Ae it will be seen in the following pages, the build-
ing of a Church at lambridge was necessitated Ty a con-
ciderable inercase in the population owing to the me k-
e 2k a gpell canal from the River Tle to Westport,
witeh derives ite name from the fact that it is Lhe ter-
minug of the canal. I have endeavoured to find owl
WAz re camal was bepun and for how Long it was womd,
anrd tive actval date when it ceased to be operatzd. ¥Fre-
supeli A ke introduciion of railways had something to

do with its disise, ae wag the case with many of the . -
swolief cotale, | :
ST L] ANENS i

The && P@ﬂi%hxof Curry Rivel extended from the westorn
borders wt lowport to & point about halfway bclwezn the
Clayence Aaw ond WEotpert Inn, The ancient parishes -of
Hoyn st rud Geoge Bradon lost their Churches & long
Sme agos and althoupd they remained parishes thay wepre

Lyt

L1 LNes e, R rTen At rro-eu re—efaeu 1 : e
the Churches had ceased to exist, There were appaiiziite-

1y many of these small parishes up and down the country,’
some of which became sinecures, and some still hawve

their Churches. Hambridge is not, strictly speaking,
‘a parish; but an ecclesiastical district in the parish -
of Curry Rivel, and independent of Curry Rivel in mat-
ters ecclesiastical. _ .

It must have been very inconvenient for the people of
Hambridge a hundred years and more ago to have to go

to Curry Rivel, especially for Baptisms, Marriages, and
Funerals. And so thé provisién of a Church at Hambridge
was a real blessing. oo el 4 P 3
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About ten years before the Church was built the Oxford

Movement began. Mr,Grueber was at Oxford University at

that time and came under the influence of the NMovement

the purpose of which- was to rovive the 1ife of the !

Church of' England and pzresunde people that the Church

of England is not morvely = protestant .sect, but a real
" part of the One, HoTy, Catholic. and Apostolic Church,
with a continuous history from the foundation of the

Church by our Lord. and o the first Viear of Hambridge

diligently taught the Cotholic Faith and conducted 1he
services of the Church in accordance with tHe regsula~ -

tions laid down.in the Hook of Common Prayer, which
had been ignored in this country for so long. So what
might be called the "Hambridge Tradition" was establish-

ed during Mr.Grueber's long term of office, and has £
been maintained by all his successors. For many years B

I have enjoyed the friendship of the Rev.W.H.Haviland, A
who was assisting My, Grucher during the last few years®.

of his life, and was with him at the time of his death,
He is my chief source of information.

I much regret that no records exist regarding the ser-
wices end ordinary.occurrznces in the parish cduring the
first fifty years. The vestry minute-book contains hatde
ly anything except the appointment of Churchwardens .
aRpRHC QM lRRRa T caffifiire  OdBmaecountebooks~hrrotiiee e}
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apbeared. A regular record of services has been kept

from 1897 to the present day. I have selected SOome
items which may be of “interest, and perhaps recall ‘to
+memory incidents which otherwise would have been en-
tirely forgotten. : : -7 7
T think I might appropriately mention here two men who
have been connected with the Church for many years and
vhose Iriendship and loyalty I personally have much
appreciated. One has already gone to his rest - Mr,Al- .
fred Willey, for so many years sexton; the other ig .
Mr.Joseph Ree, who has been a member of the ch01ru§0r .
over gixty years and is sbill a tower of strength in
that capacity. : e PR AL v
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Q "Perhaps I may be permitted .to add a hrief notice of

' ' an incident which has remained fixed in my memory for
Fortyv-five yvears, I was spending a few weeks at Ghep-
Lon Beouncheip Rectory at the end of 1898, and onc day
[ walked over to Harbridge hoping to sce Fr,Marson.

ts I entered the Vicarage gate, he came down the drive

! seated in his trap and driving the old white horse, He
; ~ couid not stop, as he had an engagcwent elacwhere: but
] T have alwoays remembered the auestion he put Lo ma -

"ifave vou a keen mnose for hevesy?" I do nol. krnow now
: viathaer T have or not. My:ifriknds would probably say
E "NMolls -and my enemies (if I have any) mignl say "Yes.
; T think Fr.Marson had recently had w visit freomn the

wonsitites: which was perhaps hie reascr Lov asking

thoe ouestion. But I hope he did not think thah 1 was
-one of that gang. S i 3

woil, nere 1s my little r'ecord of Hambridge for what
. it is worth. Doubtless there are many defects and o-
nissions, but I must plead my lack of greatcr Xnow-
ledge, and ask you to accept it as a memento ol the
. Centenary of St.James' Church from its Incumbenti

1.

A : . ¢ H.R.Willimott. ' "
LR g B | ) L I
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The following is copied from the a eal for funds to
build the Church, which now hangs ?ﬁ the vestry, ‘

~ The great and pressing necessity for a new Church forp

Westport and Hambridge, and the adjacent district, will
appear from the following statement,

The Parish of Curry Rivell extende from the town of
Loangport six miles in the direction of Timineter: the
Parish Church is within two miles of Langport.

Upwards of two miles from the Church towards Ilminster
is a Ilamlet called Hambridgoe, and a mile snd a:half be-
yond Hambridge is an entirely new place called Westport,
brought into existence by a new Canal, The rapidly in-
Creasing population of those two pPlaces, with o scatler-
ed population of a small adjacent neighbourhood, already
exceeds 500 persons, and they are from twe miles to
three miles and a half frop thedir Parish Church, and it
is proposed to build a District Church fon their accomo-
dation, . b : ‘ :
1€ is to be endowed (after the deaths of the present, -
~cumbents) with £35 and £80 per year, the revenues of two

el URGT Calieolordc sy—Which-are~tocatly 5Tttt wITTTR" -

ST

~ the district, Richard Thomas Combe E8q. and Thomas Bamp=
field Uttermare Esq. the Patrons, having handsomely giv-
en the livings for the purpose, siubject to theé life in- .
«terests of the bresent Incumbents. Besgides Mr,Combe and
his brother, who have subscribed largely, and the Farm- .
ers who have agreed to haul +the stone gratis, there ig
no one in the District able to give, and an appeal to
the charitably disposed is indispensible. It is proposg~

ed to build the Church and Tower in the Gothic style,
with the beautiful white lias stone of the neighbour-~
hood, the durability of which has been proved by the ex-
perience of ages; and to add as soon as the funds per-

mit a Parsonage House..
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! The site is to cost =« ~ =« =« —- - = £140
The Church and Tower - - - - - - 800
Extras = = = = = & =« =« a & = = = 200 -

To purchase a temporary endow-
ment until the death of one

of the Incumbents - - - - = - - 300
Parsonage HousSe = = = = = = = - - 700
' £2140

The Reverend Chancellor Law, the highly respected son
of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, has given his most
valuable co-operation, and his Lordship, and also the
Diocasan and Incorporated Church Building Societies,
have approved of the plans, snd subscribed liberally
towards the Church: and the following kind and hand-
some subscrivtions have also been received; bul when
it is seen how very inadequate they are.to realize all
the proposed benefits, it is earnestly hoped that
those who sre abla will contribute according to their
in order that the Word of Salvation may be

means,
preached to this poor. and increasing Population.
Members of the Commilttee - §
H.PaCollins., .
NN ¢ (613 PR vare B o ned u s A T —
T.B.Uttermare. ' .

Rev. E.Lance, Rural Dean. o
Rev. Hugh Speke, Vicar of Curry Rivel.
Rev. J.S.Coles, Rector of Shepton Beauchaup.

Honorary ,Secretary - Mr.Nicolas Broadmead. :

ows a list of subscrillr)ers}C 216 in number,
h

(Here foll _
is appeal was

and the amount already given when
issued was £1047-6-0.) ,

e not been able to find out
s procured to enab

completed, SO that the.

how the rest of the
le building to be

money needed wa Church should

ed, and ) )
ggm?igg o% debt on the day of;lts,Consecratlon.)




Extract from the "Taunton Courier" of Feb.14, 1844,

LANGPORT, On Thursday se'nnight the Right Reverend The

E

4 Lovd Bisho Salislury arvrived here in the af ternoon
4 ' and drove to tn9 residence of Vincent Stuckey Beq., of
; Hill House, where a LzTgf oarly was invited to meet his
g Lordship: among the pguoe 'q, we understand, were the

_? following:- The Hon., cnd Rov. ¢,fldJohn.Th;nm(. The
E Hon. and Rev. the Chanc ml]'m‘ ol Wells, The Ven. “the

2 Archdeacon of Bath, 1 v, UoMeville, The Rev, J.8.

E- Coles, The Rev. W Hﬂn<wmull lhb Hev I P.llenslowe,

g The Rev, dJ.B, Norman, ‘The ce5.Grueber, The Rev. W.
Y~ XK. Hamilton, (Chaplain to 1 ;Irhou of Salis bury,)
A, Lpthbrldge k§g., C.Colling Buq. of Hatch, R.T.Combe -

{ Esq.of Ernes Hill, T.B.Utt- rmace [53q., and N.Broad-

1

3 mead Esa. = Ty

; His Lordship with seveial cf the guests remained the

E ﬂlGht at Mr.Stuckey's rransion, and on the fbllow}ﬂv-day

: .A‘@J”?Pnﬂ1ug the unfavourzhicn:sg of the wnafhﬁv a L

an%WJHV concourse of the i“d:H‘LJLtS of . anpport at

: el s TyTTEtTIR TS aTas tha IWLW'(JNLEPh

QT ”aﬁb”fdgc whﬂr were assesmbled-a large party of the
*Thﬁﬂ‘iﬂ“ clergy and gentry, chortly nftnr 10 o'clock

ULL Bishop of Salisbury procedded from the res sidence

of M, St ickey, accompanied by “the high officsrs of.{he

~“]“P'*€? to LDL Church which is situated on the borders . -

1 ol the narish of Cuar ry Rive 1, 01 the high road to T1.
v },

‘mingtyr, and was Taceived by the future MJHISFQP9 the
: Rev. (..Grueber, the ?ovlstrar ete, ete. g and assis:
4 od by the cloiox? performed tle solemn and iub(ﬂ"”

1 corenonyof cons cerating the building and adjoi
cemeteary, His Tufd“hlp preached a striking and ;.'
sermen, taking for his subject ”My'house shall Le cald-

ed a house of prayer".

4 P o ! . -
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. James, Hambridge,

" much praise is due to the

crowded to overflowing, and at the offer-
collection was made - about £135. g
of contradiction we pronounce this edi- -
of the neatest and most chaste in style
of the many new Churches we. have lately inspected:
and considering the means at the disposal of the archi-
tect, G.Ferrier Rsa., great credit is reflected on his
Judgment and science, This Church, to be known as Hhis
is but slenderly endowed, but it A8
understood that at some future period the ginecure rec-
tories of Goose Bradon and Ernes Hill, the former in .~
the gift of T.B.Uttermare Esa,, the latter belonging
to R.T.Combe Wgg., will be annexed to 1t, The work-
manship in and about the sacred edifice evinces that
builder, Mr,Maurice Davis
who has exerted himself to carrv out
designs of the Architect, - vu.*

The Church was
tory a liberal
Without a fear
fice 1o Dhe one

Jun. of Langportl,
the intentions end

weline
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VICARS of

Légéflésrb%epﬂen‘u; ,_,Bﬁﬁﬁméﬁfr__@yqr 1884 ;;“
died Sept.30$1894_.7 & . Egg*ﬁ“ﬁ

HAMBRIDGE. 1

FERE

Chales Latimer Marson,McA. = - - = ~ - 1895-1914,
a died Warch 3,1914, o
Arthur James HoOK M A. —~ = = = = = = = 1914-1921.
cedell april,1921. : =
William James Dight. - - I e = - - 1921-1927. .
died April 20,1927. , ' '
e s e 1927-1930.

James arthur Gibson. :
, resigned June,1930.
Hugh Rudolph Willimott,McA.= =

N

- - - - 1930-

._.-'.__-___....._._....._....._._.._.“_
.....4........-..;-.-*........_.-._.__*—_...._—
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1845

1849
1853

4 1869

' 1876
1887
1892
1895
1898

v . 1903

{ _ 1905

£t S

1915

€ 4 U’R C H-WaRDENS.

Jach warden remalned in offlce until a fresh one wag

Samiel Taylor
John G.Taylor -

WYLy ‘;‘:r{i

william J.Manfield

Thomas Lloyd
George.. Templeman

| hilliam Rowdell

: Th.omau Smiadlee P

1

James Freeman

Frederic Coggan

Philip Faulkner

Frank Gjiffjn

E.W.Wyatt \

i iy W § et R s S S i, & i
E g I.e7 - '

R.S.d .Spilsbury _'

) ;hgrpld;Gooding

Harold Marsh

1916
: 1921
3 1923
1929
; 1932
: 1939
d 11941

i g POpe‘,' i

J Brown . . if
-Richard-T;Cbmﬁe_ f
€

Leonard Meade

uieha¥ﬁ~4h{eﬁﬁeﬁwmm &w&w;

William F,Stephens .




4 The Land
. !vmn qu Mary &, Taunton. Presented to St..jencs!
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FURNITURE and ORNAMENT S.

— — mm mw e e s mem e e mm wew e e e e s

som in 1715 1hc Pidd°JL poutu urmountnd by 1ngp‘u

sere added in 1941.
Me Seercd Vessels (”i]Vﬂ“ PhaLlce ﬂn% pﬂtgn) VG ubé

5Q11®@6~;0 Dy DPOPlC in the parish and bought in 1902,

4he dpelice bears the lnseription in Lelin - 'ICh v’-LnfD
110 denmtm dederunt Hambrildgiantes giuLﬁ #.8, BHoooCTLM
Yieve o another chalice and paten, mede of base metal

and gilded, The chalice bears the inscriptlon - "In
weiery of Charles Stephen Grueber; Lifty years Viear
& oh.dones, Hambridge. 1844~1894 M They were presuama-
1y uged from 189ﬂ 1o 3 there is ne recoyd ac bo !
ne wessels used from 1844 to 1894,

FQ_AUWbP was given in memory of William Jonn Dight
Inie widow. "
E”Ek%&;jlgdow Beors the 1nscr1pt10n - ”In meinory of
J@hm\g(nwfe appold. Died aug.31, 1865." He was DTo-

s 1QJ t* GFUDDGT ) B
- a" vd b»nﬁ‘estlcks were "made out s¥rthl old |
@@a M‘%”;- L
A 0, 170> NOLLIN M 0 Yo Bl I KR 1A <0 Lhc donor was the Rev.J.5. &@l&),
PCLEUL 51 Shepton Bemichawmp, The date 19 ﬂor Ko

but D\ﬂbdbly 1t was apout 1865,
The Sancluary Carpg t was given by Miss Aylward, 4699

‘-Fha Rxﬂhoo ! Cng11_~nd “wo Stools were bequeathed Dy
"Miss Anne House, 1935. ' ; : -
The Communion Bchﬂbmo wore given in 1930 Dy an anonys

hous worshipper at the Chnrch,

The Vestments bave b*en mm@e in recent years to replace
worn-oult sets. There ave cight sets and ,threec copes.
The chest in which t’PV QFQ xepl was given in 1939.
The Banners. “That o7 B Mery was sub&cribed Tor by
members of the Mothers' Umion in 1934.

That of St.James the > Leése, ihe patron, was glVPn in

1935.
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The rest of the ornaments of the Sanctuary were given
or bought at various times. They include cruets, plated

wafer box, bells, credence table, box-seat, seven sanc-
tuary lamps three thuribles, two incense boats, pro-
cessional cross, gospel 1Lctern, two 1anterns, two pro-
cessional candlestlcks, ete.,

The Clock was given during Fr.Marson' $ incumbency,,

1he he Organ bears the inscription - "Preecntad by Charles

tephen Grucber, 50 years Vicar of this parish%y It

was partially destroyed by fire on Jan. 23, 1929, The-
present organ was built in that year, “thi old materie
2l not damaged by the fire being ucﬂi

The Font is the one placed in the Church in ]844 .
Jhe oil Painting is a reproduction of h%p}(rl's Madon-
na, and was given by Mrs,Combe 1in 1925,

The photogravures were given by MTOﬂUHL1,bury; ‘
The Christmas Crib, with complcte set. of Tigurcs, car-

ved at Barrington, were given in 1933,

The Bell is reputed to have been brought froum Ilches-~

ter gaol, which ceased to be used aboul 100 years agoy
Tt is certainly not the one used at execntions, which

18 in Taunton Museum.

Twao, ﬂoffln otools and a purple and gold Fall.

The Flag-staff and St.George's Flag have been pur-—
chased recently, and are used for the first time on
our Centenary Fesgstival,
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" account at th

people “in Hambridge from time to time as ci
~permit. B ; g -
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THE REGISTERS, IR
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There have been 1192 Baptisms..
| 313 Marriages.,
675 Burials,

THEL G RUEBER CH xRITY.

T il e T e T T T T el e e e e e e — —

Mr.John Geovge sppold Grmeber, s5on of the firsi Vicar,
becueathod £ , but when his affairs were finally set-
tled only £183-9-4 were availeble. This money is held
by the Charity dommissioners on behalf of the Trustees,

who are the Vicar and (hurch-wardens, The income a-

~ mounts to adoub £4 per annum, and is expended om -coal

for necessitous widows,

]

THE ©SPILSBURY BEQUEST.
The late Mrs,Onilsoury, who died on Dec.9, 1931, be-

oueathed £90 in memovy of her husband; the income of.

which is to help the general expenses of the Church.
This aleo is held by the Charity Commissioners, who &
i st into the Vicar and Church-~wardens'

i

ket

¢ Westminster Bank, Langport.

[

'.The Trustees of this charity are the Vicar and Church-

wardens of Curry Rivel, who make grants to'gertain
rcumstances

o

— vt mmm ——e e s ma e e w =




ﬁ“alread% in existcénes ol Bhe time when the property
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THE PROPERTY OF THE BENKWICE,

The official re
for the henecfic i : ’
Bounty gives the following inTormation:-

gister of the pronerty held in trust
2 by tha Ceveraory of Qieen arne's

L/
«

1849, 4 house ete. and aboud 14 acres of garden,
sround and Lawin cailed Bowie or Litlle Bowhay,
in the Chanclry, intended for a residence for
the Incounbepk. - - _
a4 close callicd Swtiands, on the residue of
which the Chureh ot St.Jomes the Less and the
School Touse howe poeen built.

1865. A close calicd gydewham's oppositer the Par-
sonage. (1926 - AOGD sa,feet, part of this close,
was sold to the Trustecs of the Parish War

' Memorial.) ‘ :

1890. «n orchard aijoining tha Vicarage garden.

From the above it wounld scem that the Vicarage was & .

e e wtarred The-hronse Senssee
ably. He also built the Church Cottage, the Cottage
now called Ferndale', which was sold during Fr.Mar- :
son's incumbency. .

There was alsoe the Long Room, situated in the corner
of Sydenham's nearest to the present school grounds.
. This room was used for many years for parochial con-
certs etc., and was finally pulled down in 1910, by
which time it had become unfit for repair, after ef-
forts had been made to retain it In an usable con~ -
dition. - : : L




13

+ FEW ITEMS OF TINTEREST.

A note appears in the Register of Baptisms, vol.I,p.9, .
: "Thé Vicar had two years' illness from overwork, from
{ Feb.1888 to March 1%90, but he was partially abie to

1 do.some work in 1889."
: The Rev.,C.S.Grueber died on September 30 1894, having
been Vicar of Hambridge "for just over flfty years,

On October 4, 1895, Mrs.Grueber died,

As alzeady stated no records exist of the services

held in the Church before 1897, Proceeding from that
yearr we have entries relating to the iollow1ng events., .

1900, & flagstaff was erected on the Tower.

E 1901. Jan.27 - Requiem for ueen Victoria.

3 ; - Feb.2 - Puneral Of L "

3 1902, June 2 - Thanksgiving for Peace after thé South -
| : african war. Large congregation, '

mg. 9 ~ Coronation of King Edward VII (post~
poned owing to the King's sudden 11~
ness.)

May - - -Hambridge Benefit Society. Club Dhy., . h

{
4 1914. Mar. 3 - Death of the Rev.C.L.Marson. -
Mar, 7 ~ Funeral, at which the Bishop of Bath

Sy ‘, SRR IR

SRR, hd Wolls officiated, assisted by the F
el Rev.F.M. Etherington-and the Rev.D.M. 3
: Ross. , .
- July 5 - The Rev.a.J.Hook was inducted. . i
- Aug: 4 - Declaration of War. . ' -
* 1915. aug. 8 - John C. Marson was killed at the Dar-
) denelles.

New Altar etc. were-dedicated as a me-

# morial of Fr.Marson. E

1917. June. =~ The Rev.a.J.Hook went away as an army 3
Chaplain, his place ‘being taken tem= L

porarily by the Rev.W.J.Dight, assist-

ant prlest of Shepton Beauchamp. =

8

Oct. 3




1918,

1.920.

"Nov.1l - Thanksgiving for the armistice.  "The

; July ~ Death of Mr. GUD<1cmpLemano

" Julyl4 - Induction of the Rey.d<a.Gidson.

. Jan. 2 - Death of Mr.R.T.Cowpe.
2

S July

14

news was received about mid-day. a
wet evening, but very good congregation 2
considering that about half the parish E
was laid up with influenza," 2
sept. - The Rev.A.d.HHook left-to bﬂcome Vicar
' of St.John's, Tesunton.
Nov.14 - The Rev.W.J.Dight was inducted,
Dec,19 -~ The War Memorial was unveiled and de-
dicated.
- kxtensive repairs to the Church were
taken in hand and successfully accom-
plished.

Oct. = The Mothers' Union was started.
Apr.20 ~ Death of the Liev, Wudfpﬂ?ht

. Jan.23 - The Organ was partic 11y deal troyed by
: fire. -
June?4 - The Rev:d.Ad.Gibson @i ':_'nfrzé,,
July?? ~ The Rev.Hothllihmott'Was inducted, P

‘chgO caelilegtric 1ighi wos dinstalled, .

The Bishop of P th ond Vells congon

crated additional Churchyard given

by Mr.Combe,

March - The Church was ¢leaned and distemppred

" The Riddell posts were erected round

the Altar, :

Dec. - a new Flagstaff was eredted on the

' Church Tower,
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